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Are you vulnerable to a residential break-in? Assess your home from a
criminal’s point of view - in daylight and at night, in winter and summer.
Small changes can make a big difference.

Neighbourhood Watch enlists vigilant neighbours to help
keep your home and family safe.

 Home Safety Audit Check list

Landscaping

 Don’t enclose your property with a board-on-board fence - your neighbours’
sight lines will be blocked and natural surveillance defeated. Instead,
consider see-through chainlink or picket fences for territorial reinforcement.

 When landscaping, avoid blocking doors and windows with trees, bushes
and large perennials; keep pruned to a 3-4 foot height. Overgrown plantings
provide concealment for thieves.

 When planting bushes, especially below windows, consider hostile
vegetation such as the thorny holly shrub, Devil’s Walking Stick or
rosebush; remember to prune to less than 4 feet.

 Remove items from the vicinity that can be thrown through a window, i.e.
river rock, decorative stone and gardening tools.

 Store ladders or chain them to a secure object on your property.

 Lock sheds, fences and gates.

Doors

 Get the right doors. Exterior doors should be fiber glass, solid wood, solid
wood core (a layer of veneer over solid wood), or metal. Hollow doors are
merely sheets of veneer over a cardboard core and can be broken with
ease. Make sure metal doors are reinforced inside, and have what is called
a lock block. Otherwise, they can be bent out of the frame using a car jack.

 Keep all doors and windows locked day and night; use dead bolts on solid
doors with 3-3.5” screws with an Escutcheon Plate (a “U” shaped bracket
around the lock which distributes force and strengthens door)
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 Install deadbolt locks. With the exception of sliding doors, all exterior
doors should have a deadbolt lock in addition to the lock built into the
doorknob. The deadbolt should be high quality (grade 1 or 2, solid metal
with no exposed screws on the exterior), with a throw bolt (the bolt that
comes out of the door) at least 1 inch long. The lock should be properly
installed. Many homes have lower quality deadbolts or throw bolts less than
1 inch. These must be replaced

 Replace flimsy strike plates. The strike plate is the metal plate that
surrounds the lockset (the hole in the door frame where the lock bolt
enters). This will strengthen the door frame. All exterior doors should
have heavy-duty metal security strike plates secured by four-eleven 3-inch
screws. Many homes are built with lower quality strike plates or have strike
plates that are secured with short screws that just attach to the door jamb,

not the underlying stud. They come straight, or
wrap around, and in different lengths.

 Secure exposed hinges. Hinges should be on the inside of the door. If
yours are not, rehang the door or secure the exposed hinges with non-
removable pins. You can do this by removing at least the two center screws
of the hinge (on each side) and replacing them with non-removable hinge
pins (you can get these at the hardware store) or double-headed masonry
nails. Even hinges that are not exposed should be secured to the frame with
3-inch screws.

 Fortify your frame. Even with a strong door and quality, properly-installed
locks, a burglar may be able to gain entry by breaking or prying the door
frame. Most door frame moldings are simply tacked to the wall, and so a
crowbar or a solid kick can easily separate the frame from the wall. Secure
your door frames to the walls by installing several 3-inch screws along the
frame and doorstop. The screws should reach the wall stud.

 Install viewers. Viewers, also called peep holes allow you to see who is on
the other side of the door. Install wide-angle viewers at eye level on all
exterior doors. If you have to open your door to see, your locks won't do you
much good. Try to find peep holes with covers to prevent people from
looking back in with special tools, like a reverse peephole viewer.



Crime Prevention Halton 3

 Add door guards to all doors providing access to the house.

 Lock car doors, remove valuables and the garage door
opener; another option, if you plan to be away for an extended period, is to
disable the electric motor on the garage door. Consider GPS or OnStar for
your vehicle.

 Close and lock your garage door at all times.

Windows

 Reinforce glass. For maximum security, your exterior doors should be
windowless, and you should not have windows close enough to the door so
that a thief could break the window and unlock the door from the inside. If
you do have sliding glass doors, glass door panels or nearby windows,
however, cover the glass with a security grate or grille on the outside or a
clear, unbreakable polycarbonate panel secured behind the glass on the
inside

 Secure sliding doors. The best way to secure sliding doors is to install
keyed locks at the top and bottom. You can also make or purchase a bar
that swings down from the door frame to the middle of the door to prevent
the door from sliding. At the very least, place a rod (a thick wooden dowel,
for example) in the bottom track of the door to keep it from being opened.
Regardless of the method you use, it's a good idea to reinforce the glass
with polycarbonate panels as recommended in the previous step.

 If you have casement windows, remove the handles; if you have slider
windows or sliding patio doors, place a stick or bar at the base and add a
pin to the top

 Place Security Film on windows and door sidelights; the film prevents glass
breakage.

 Draw drapes and blinds at night. Keep windows clean; should a break-in
occur, fingerprints are more easily obtained from a clean surface.

Security Film for Windows

Security & Safety
Security & Safety films are made of multiple layers of polyester and are applied to
the inside surface of the glass. These films have a special acrylic adhesive that
stays flexible for the life of the film (10+ years). When properly applied to glass.
The Security & Safety film holds the glass together even when shattered and
creates a barrier against unwanted entry.
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These films are usually applied on site and retrofit to existing glass in doors and
windows.

Security
 8mil to 18mil or thicker, 225 – 500 + p.s.i. break strength (glass is 3 – 6

p.s.i. break strength)
 Clear, tinted and privacy versions available
 Used to strengthen glass against unwanted entry or vandalism
 Commercial, retail, residential, government, corrections, police, banks,

etc.
 Hurricane and tornado protection, high winds and wind born debris.
 Cost range = $8.00 - $12.00 per square foot + silicone @ $1.00 - $2.50

per lineal foot
Safety

 4mil to 7mil or thicker, 120 – 200 + p.s.i. break strength
 Clear, tinted and privacy versions available
 Holds glass shards together, protects against injury and thus liability
 Dance and martial arts studios (mirrors), homes on golf courses, bus

shelters, indoor swimming pools with glass.
 Hurricane and tornado protection, high winds and wind born debris.
 Cost range = $5.00 - $8.00 per square foot + silicone if applicable

Lighting

 Add motion lighting to the front, rear and sides of your house; install sensor
solar lighting throughout your property to increase visibility of the grounds.

 Place lights on timers inside your home and rotate to different rooms or use
digital timers adjusted accordingly.

Alarms/CCTV Cameras

 Obtain an alarm consider cellular based alarms with battery back up,
they work even if your phone line is cut, research the best one for you

 Add contact alarms for all doors and windows including those on the second
floor.

 If considering the use of Close Circuit Cameras (CCTV), research
thoroughly; place at such a height that they cannot be tampered with; the
ability to pan-tilt-zoom will be beneficial to police. Also, compliment the
camera with the proper lighting, LED is best.

 Ensure your lens is cleaned regularily

 Chose a colour video, monitored
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Miscellaneous Crime Prevention Safety Tips

 Secure all valuable paper documents in a safety deposit box or store in a
safe place.

 Park a car in the driveway; have lights on timers; keep a radio playing inside
the house; leave a trail of footprints in the snow leading from a neighbour’s
house to your front door and circling around your house.

 Use the “Get to Know your Neighbours Card”

 Inform a neighbour of your upcoming absence and request mail/newspaper
pickup.

 If on an extended absence, advise Canada Post to suspend mail and
newspapers to stop delivery; arrange for snow removal or lawn-mowing.

 Give your house a lived-in look while away.

 Place a flashlight in your bedroom

 Add a lock to bedroom door.

 Have land line in bedroom or cell phone, fully charged.

 Do not leave purse and keys near front doorway.

 If you return home to find a door ajar, a broken door frame or a broken
window or feel uneasy, don’t enter the house. Call 911 immediately from a
safe distance.

 Videotape your home and belongings, not only for insurance purposes but
to assist Police in their investigation.

 Report suspicious activity in your neighbourhood to Police immediately. In
an emergency, dial 911; if there is no immediate danger, call 905-825-4777.
Photograph suspicious vehicles or persons if you can do so without putting
yourself at risk. Note direction of travel, vehicle licence plates, colour/model,
year, etc. Describe the suspect with as much detail as possible: clothing,
skin tone, age, height, etc.

Date__________________________________

Officer’s Signature_______________________


